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To: Mark Hetrick & Julie Spriggs, Town of Zebulon 
From: Chad Meadows, CodeWright Planners 
Date: October 10, 2017 
RE: Zebulon Night Out Public Input Activity Summary 

 

On Tuesday, October 10, 2017 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM, the 
GrowZebulon team attended the Town’s annual Zebulon Night 
Out event and conducted a public input activity. Chad 
Meadows, Cara Isher-Witt, and Mackenzie Day attended and 
facilitated the activity.  

Visitors to the GrowZebulon booth were asked to respond to 
three prompts, each addressing a part of the UDO update:  

• What kind of recreation facilities does Zebulon need 
more of? 

• What does Downtown Zebulon need?  
• What kind of new housing types should Zebulon have? 

Each prompt was printed on a poster with several options for 
response (presented in text and photograph form) along with a 
blank box labeled “Other” where participants could write other 
ideas or comments about the prompt. Participants were 
provided with three dot stickers – one for each prompt – and 
asked to select the option of their choice on each poster by 
placing a dot sticker on or near that option.  

The prompts received 230, 214, and 146 dots respectively. 
Based on these numbers, we estimate that around 200-230 
people participated in the exercise.  

The following sections report the results from each prompt. 
Each contains a photo of the poster at the end of the event as 
well as a tally of the dots each response received and a 
summary of “Other” comments collected.  

     

 
 

 
 

 

Photos of participants at the GrowZebulon booth at Zebulon Night Out:  
Top – Planner Mackenzie Day leads residents through the exercise.  
Middle – Participants who were accompanied by younger children often 

included them in discussions of where to place their dots.  
Bottom –Young adult residents were eager to participate in the exercise.  
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What kind of recreation facilities does Zebulon need more of?  

The prompt, “What kinds of recreational 
facilities Zebulon needs more of?” was 
intended to draw out the community’s 
priorities among several possibilities for 
parks and recreation improvements. The 
responses to this prompt can be used to 
guide public parks and recreation 
decisions as well as informing the UDO 
update as to what kinds of things 
residents would like to see developers 
provide or contribute fees-in-lieu to 
support.  

Water features (such as the pictured 
splash pad) was the top choice with 75 
dots placed. Greenways or multi-use 
paths received the second-highest 
number of dots (55), followed by trails or 
natural areas (45). Playgrounds and ball 
fields and courts received the fewest dots 
(19 each).  

Comments recorded in the “Other” box 
included Indoor pool (which received 
about 15 of the 17 dots placed on the 
Other box); Outdoor pool; Improve 
outdoor pool; Improve Gill Park, and 
Lighting of tennis courts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option Dots 
Water Features 75 
Greenways or Multi-Use Paths 55 
Trails or Natural Areas  45 
Playgrounds 19 
Ball Fields and Courts 19 
Other 17 
Total dots placed on this poster 230 
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What does Downtown Zebulon need?  

The prompt, “What does Downtown 
Zebulon need?” was intended to ask 
participants to prioritize several elements 
that could be incorporated into a 
downtown zoning district intended to 
revitalize downtown. The information 
gathered from this prompt may also be 
helpful if the Town chooses to create a 
Business Improvement District (BID) or 
similar non-regulatory effort at downtown 
revitalization.  

Outdoor dining was the clear favorite 
choice. The second most chosen option 
was “other,” and comments in the “other” 
box most frequently mentioned additional 
retail and/or restaurants as what 
downtown needs. Public art, storefront 
windows, and wider sidewalks received 
the next most dots. More parking lots and 
seating areas received the fewest dots.  

 “Other” responses that received multiple 
dots or were submitted by more than one 
person included: a coffee and ice cream 
shop (9 dots); more restaurant choices 
and shopping center (6 dots); 
performance building (4 dots); breakfast 
diners (3 dots); “What happened to the 
Wendy’s promised?” (3 dots); Chick-Fil-A 
(2 dots); and entertainment and 
attractions e.g. music (2 dots). 
Suggestions and comments that had only 
one dot or were listed only once included: 
more department stores; all [the choices 
on the poster] need to be worked in 
coordination; more open traffic lanes; 
safety; pet-friendly dining; needs to be 
similar to Apex or Fuquay; and a 
Nazarene church. 

 

 

 

Option Dots 
Outdoor Dining 82 
Other 36 
Public Art 31 
Storefront Windows 16 
Wider Sidewalks 15 
More Lighting 11 
Residential Uses 10 
Seating Areas 7 
More Parking Lots 6 
Total dots placed on this poster 214 
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What kind of new housing types should Zebulon have?  

The prompt, “What kind of new housing 
types should Zebulon have?” asked 
participants to view three housing types 
that are either not allowed or not common 
in Zebulon today. Each is a housing type 
that other communities in the state and 
country are using to meet emergent 
housing challenges, including serving 
aging populations, meeting increased 
demand for downtown living, and 
attracting young professionals and 
creative entrepreneurs to communities.  

Pocket Neighborhoods or Bungalow 
Courts was the top choice, receiving 77 
dots. Live-Work Units received 42 dots, 
and Accessory Dwelling Units/Granny 
Flats received the fewest with 4. 23 
participants placed dots in the “Other” 
box.  

“Other” responses included “keep small 
town feel” (which received approximately 
11 dots); “affordable housing to buy,” 
which received approximately 10 dots, 
and “more countryside/farmland.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option Dots 
Pocket Neighborhoods / Bungalow Courts 77 
Live-Work Units 42 
Other 23 
Accessory Dwelling Units / Granny Flats 4 
Total dots placed on this poster 146 

 

 
 


